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COMMUNICATION IS THE NAME OF THE GAME 
ZS6HVB 

Affiliated to 
the SARL 

We’re on 

Due to the Covid-19 pandemic and lockdown regulations there has been no club meetings this year. But 
fortunately with our hobby we can meet on the air which happens most mornings with the Porky club. From 
Monday to Friday there can be 8 to 15 amateurs joining in and chatting about anything that goes.  
 
The repeater is now linked to Echolink, ZS6HVB-R, during the Porky Club sessions Monday to Friday from 
08:00 to 09:00. Also during Sunday club bulletins.  
 
 

 Doctors were asked to contribute ideas for the construction of a new wing at the hospital. What 

did they do? 

 

The allergists voted to scratch it. 

The cardiologists didn't have the heart to say no. 

The dermatologists preferred no rash moves. 

The internists thought it was a hard pill to swallow. 

The neurologists thought the administration had a nerve. 

The obstetricians stated they were labouring under a misconception. 

The ophthalmologists considered the idea short-sighted. 

The orthopedists issued a joint resolution. 

The pathologists yelled, 'Over my dead body!' 

The pediatricians said, 'Grow up!' 

The plastic surgeons said, 'This puts a whole new face on the matter.' 

The podiatrists thought it was a big step forward. 

The proctologists said, 'We are in arrears.' 

The psychiatrists thought it was madness. 

The radiologists could see right through it. 

The surgeons decided to wash their hands of the whole thing. 

The urologists felt the scheme wouldn't hold water' 
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Ever wondered who is giving your electronic components those funny 
part numbers?                                                         Francois Reyneke, ZS6FDX 
 
There are three basic numbering systems in the world, the American, European and Japanese system. 

Let’s start where it all began, in the land of the free, America. When manufacturing of electron tubes be-

came popular and different manufacturers made the same device that was interchangeable there was a 

need for standardizing symbols and part numbers. 

In 1924, 50 radio manufacturers in Chicago formed a trade group called the Associated Radio Manufac-

turers, the RMA. This organization was designed to control the licensing of the large number of radio pat-

ents so that each member could have access to all the relevant patents necessary to build radio transmit-

ters, antennas and receivers. 

Two years later in 1926 the National Electrical Manufacturers Association (NEMA) for the electri-

cal equipment manufacturers was founded in Rosslyn in the United States. They are largely responsi-

ble for how contactors, connectors, switches and electrical motor came to their respective standards 

today.  

In 1944 the RMA and NEMA established the Joint Electron Tube Engineering Council (JETEC) to coordi-

nate vacuum tube type numberings. In 1958, with the advent of semiconductor technology they were re-

named into Joint Electron Device Engineering Council. JEDEC ever since was responsible for part num-

bers and standards on electronic components. 

In Japan JIS (Japanese Industrial Standard) and in Europa Pro Electron was established for this task in 

their regions. However, their thinking was quite in line with each other. On transistors for instance, a 

2N2222 have an American part number and a BC337 have an European part number. 

For the 2N2222 the first digit is the number of leads minus one. An ordinary bipolar transistor has three 

leads, so the first digit for it will be 2. The letter N is for semiconductors followed by the serial number. This 

information is meant for the user to find the data on the device operation and specifications on the manu-

facturers data sheet. Sometimes there are extra letters on the transistors that refer to the manufacturer.  

M means the manufacturer is Motorola, while TI means Texas Instruments. 

For the BC37 the first letter B represent Silicone. (A = Germanium, B = Silicon, C = Gallium Arsenide and  

R = Compound materials) The second letter indicate the application. (C = Audio frequency, low power and 

D = Audio frequency, high power) The remaining serial number is for reference to the data sheet. 

Sometimes there may be a suffix letter that is added. (A = low gain, B = medium gain and C = high gain) 

So there you have it, JEDEC started all that 2Nxxxx, TIPxxxx, 2SCxxxx, 2SDxxxx, 1N4007 etc before we 

knew what silicone was. 
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Subtended: - Geometry. to extend under or be 
opposite to: a chord subtending an arc. 

On a ferrite ring 

On a ferrite rod 
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Club Information 
 

 Postal address  PO Box 19937   Sunward Park   
1470 
  
Website      http://www.zs6hvb.za.net 
 
Back Issues of Shacknews available on the club website  
     
e-mail         zs6hvb@zs6hvb.za.net    
              
Repeater     145.1875 MHz input - 145.7875 MHZ output 
 
Bulletins   Sunday morning - 145.7875 MHz & 7162 KHz @ 08h45. 
                            Also on         Echolink ZS6HVB-R 

Monthly meetings 
 

Venue to be advised 
 

Every Third month 
On the 3rd Saturday of 

the month at 14:30. 
 

  
           Chairman:                      Vacant  
  
 Secretary/Treasurer: Berridge  Emmett ZS6BFL   011-893-1291 
 Shacknews Editor:  Berridge  Emmett ZS6BFL 011-893-1291 


